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TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: FEMINISTS WILL DEMONSTRATE BUT POLITICAL PARTIES 
SEEK TO DOWN-PLAY IMPORT OF SENATE ABORTION DEFEAT 

REF: ROME 9453 

1 . THE POLITICAL PARTIES CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN DELICATE 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR A PROGRAM AGREEMENT ARE DOWNPLAYING 
THE POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SENATE'S UNEXPECTED 
DEFEAT OF THE ABORTION BILL ON JUNE 7. THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATS (ALTHOUGH PRIVATELY DELIGHTED WITH THE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL BOOST THE UPSET VOTE GAVE THE PARTY) HAVE 
PUBLICLY TAKEN THE POSITION THAT SINCE THE ISSUE IS 

ONE OF CONSCIENCE AND NOT POLITICAL, THERE IS NOTHING 
TO GLOAT ABOUT. THE COMMUNISTS, EQUALLY CONCERNED 
THAT THE ABORTION VOTE NOT JEOPARDIZE PROSPECTS FOR A 
PROGRAM AGREEMENT, HAVE ADOPTED A SIMILARLY CAUTIOUS 
LINE. EVEN THE SOCIALISTS, WHOSE INITIAL REACTIONS 
WERE FOREBODING AND DARK, HAVE ATTEMPTED TO MINIMIZE 
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THE POLITICAL IMPORT OF THE VOTE. 

2. THE DESIRE TO AVOID A DEVISIVE POLITICAL STRUGGLE 
OVER ABORTION WAS APPARENT IN THE SPEED WITH WHICH 
THE PSI AND LAY PARTIES (JOINED BY THE PCI AND 
DEMOCRAZIA PROLETARIA) INTRODUCTED THE SENATE DRAFT OF 
THE ABORTION BILL FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE CHAMBER OF 
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DEPUTIES. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE CANNOT TAKE UP THE ISSUE 
AGAIN FOR SIX MONTHS, ITS INTRODUCTION IN THE CHAMBER WILL KEEP 
THE BILL ALIVE AND ASSURE EARLY PARLIAMENTARY ACTION ON ABORTION 
AS WELL AS FORESTALL A RADICAL PARTY EFFORT TO RESOLVE THE 
ABORTION ISSUE IN A NATIONAL REFERENDUM IN THE SPRING. 

3. TO ITALY'S MILITANT FEMINISTS, THE ABORTION SETBACK 
WAS TOO IMPORTANT TO LET THE EVENT GO BY UNMARKED. 

SOME 20,000 DEMONSTRATORS FROM ALL OVER ITALY ARE 
EXPECTED TO MARCH THROUGH DOWNTOWN ROME THE AFTERNOON 
OF JUNE 10. THE RADICAL PARTY WILL ALSO SPONSOR TWO MASS 
MEETINGS IN ROME JUNE 1 1 AND 12 TO ENHANCE THEIR DEMAND 
FOR A NATIONAL REFERENDUM ON ABORTION.GARDNER 
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